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•

Increasing population

•

Outer suburban areas are the most populated

•

Biggest population increases experienced in city centre area – comprising of
people of working age, with high percentage of non-Irish nationals

•

Biggest population declines in Regeneration areas

•

Overall, relative affluence has improved, but not for all communities

•

Approximately one-fifth of population live in areas classified as disadvantaged

•

Regeneration and neighbouring communities have:
•

Higher rates of unemployment

•

Lower rates of educational attainment

•

Higher rates of unskilled/low skilled workers

•

Higher lone parent rates

•

Higher age dependency rates

•

Decreasing populations

This report presents a socio-economic and demographic profile of the Limerick Metropolitan area,
drawing on Census data1. For the purpose of demographic analysis, the area can be divided into
Electoral Divisions (EDs) and Small Areas (SAs). EDs are the smallest legally defined administrative
areas in the State. The Limerick Metropolitan area is made up of 47 EDs in total. SAs are areas of
population, located within EDs, comprising between 50 and 200 dwellings. They are the smallest
geographic area for which Small Area Population Statistics (SAPS) are published from the Census.
There are over 400 Small Areas in the Limerick Metropolitan area.
In most cases in this section, communities are referred to by their ED name with explanations of
approximate location provided. The following two maps showing the names and locations of all EDs
in the city centre and surrounding area are a useful reference guide when reading this profile.
Limerick City Centre Electoral Divisions
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Not all Census 2016 data has been published yet at Small Area or Electoral Division level. This profile uses
Census 2016 data that was publicly available at local area level during the tendering period. Four key
resources were used to extract and analyse local area Census data and maps for this profile:
1. Central Statistics Office http://www.cso.ie/en/census/
2. Pobal Maps https://maps.pobal.ie/WebApps/GeoprofilingReports/index.html
3. Trutz Haase Deprivation Index http://trutzhaase.eu/deprivation-index/the-2016-pobal-hpdeprivation-index-for-small-areas/
4. AIRO, Maynooth University Mapping Resources http://airo.maynoothuniversity.ie/mappingresources/airo-census-mapping/national-viewers
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Population
As per the 2016 Census, the total population of the Limerick Metropolitan area is 104,952, up from
102,161 in 2011 – an increase of just 2.7%. The Limerick Metropolitan area accounts for just over a
half (54%) of the total population in the county of Limerick which has a total population of 194,899.
Area

Total Population

Change 2011-2016

Limerick Metropolitan Area

104,952

+3%

Limerick County (incl. Metropolitan Area)

194,899

+1.6%

The most densely populated community in the area is the Ballycummin ED which contains the
residential estates of Raheen and Dooradoyle and has a population of 18,388. The next most
populated ED is Ballysimon. It has a population of 13,590 and is comprised of the residential areas
of Castletroy, Monaleen and parts of Annacotty as well as the more rural area just to the east of the
M7 motorway. These two EDs alone account for 30% of the Limerick Metropolitan area population.
After this, the next most populated areas in are:


Limerick North Rural (Coonagh, Caherdavin, parts of Moyross) – population of 6,801



Abbey A (Corbally) – population of 4,636



Ballyvarra (Annacotty area) – population of 4,288



Singland B (Lynwood Park, Norwood Park, Castletroy View ) – population of 3,873

The remaining EDs range in population size from 4,214 (Dock C – O’Connell Avenue/South Circular
Avenue area) to 456 (John’s C – Athlunkard St./George’s Quay area). 18 EDs have populations of less
than 1,000. These EDs are primarily the older, residential areas located closer to the city centre and
include:


Glentworth A (Sexton St., Upper Carey’s Road) – 554 residents



Castle B – (Clancy Strand and parts of Thomondgate) – 488 residents



John’s C (Athlunkard St./George’s Quay) – 456 residents

Population Change
Analysis of 2011 and 2016 Census data reveals changing population patterns in the Limerick
Metropolitan area. The city centre area has experienced significant change in population over the
past 5 to 10 years. In particular, the EDs of Shannon A and Shannon B (covering the city centre
streets between the Shannon river, William Street, Parnell Street, and Mallow Street) have
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experienced population increases of 41% and 40% respectively since 2011, and by 117% and 78%
since 2006.
Likewise, the EDs of Dock A (Upper Henry St./Steamboat Quay area), Custom House (Ruthland St. to
Watergate) and John’s C (Athlunkard St./George’s Quay), all located in or close to the city centre
area, also saw large increases in population since 2011, as shown in the Table and Maps below.
Custom House, Market (Upper Mulgrave St./Cathedral Place,) and Abbey B (Clare St./Rhebogue)
have also experienced significant population increases over the past 10 years.
EDs with Largest Population Increases 2011-2016 & 2006-2016
ED
Shannon A
Shannon B
Dock A
Custom House
John's C

Population
2016
994
925
2,339
736
456

Change
’11-‘16
41%
40%
30%
29%
24%

ED
Shannon A
Shannon B
Market
Custom House
Abbey B

Population
2016
994
925
2,035
736
2,653

Change
’06-‘16
117%
78%
44%
38%
30%

The next table lists the EDs that have experienced the highest levels of depopulation in the past 5
years, and in the 10 year period since 2006. Since 2006, the Regeneration communities of O’Malley
Park (Galvone B), St. Mary’s Park (John’s A) and Ballinacurra Weston (Prospect A and B) have seen
significant decreases in population. In particular, the population of O’Malley Park has fallen by 58%
since 2006. Dock D (Dock Road, Upper Henry St., Summerville Avenue area) has also experienced a
relatively large population decline.
EDs with Largest Population Decreases 2011-2016 & 2006-2016
ED
Galvone B
Prospect A
St. Laurence
John’s A
Dock D

Population
2016
664
826
965
759
773

Change
’11-‘16
-24%
-21%
-14%
-12%
-11%

ED
Galvone B
John’s A
Prospect B
Prospect A
Dock D

Population
2016
664
759
715
826
773

Change
’06-‘16
-58%
-37%
-30%
-19%
-18%

The following Maps highlight the population changes since 2011 and since 2006. The EDs in the red
have experienced the greatest depopulation and those in dark blue have experienced the largest
increases in population.
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Population Change at ED Level 2011-2016

Population Change at ED Level 2006-2016
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Age Profile
The average age for the Limerick City and County region, according to the 2016 Census, is 37.7, up
from 36.5 in 2011. This mirrors the national average and trend which increased from 36.1 to 37.4
over the same period. Farranshone (Mayorstone/Shelbourne Road) has the highest average age
with 47.4, followed by Coolraine (Ennis Road to Brookville Ave, 46.6), Castle B (Clancy Strand, 45.3),
Ballinacurra B (Ballinacurra Gardens, Greenfields Road, 44.9), John’s B (Nicholas St, Island Road, Lee
Estate, 44). The city centre, Rhebogue, and the outer suburban communities of Castletroy, Raheen
and Dooradoyle have a younger average age as shown by the lighter colours in the Map below.
Average Age by ED

The EDs with higher age averages generally have the largest proportions of people aged over 65 ranging from 22% to 29% of their total population as shown in the map below. (The corresponding
national rate for this age cohort is 19%), and include the EDs of: Coolraine (29%), Farranshone (28%),
Castle B (26%), and Ballinacurra B (26%).
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Percentage Population Aged 65+

25% of the national population is aged under 18. For Limerick City and County, this rate is 24.2%. In
the Limerick Metropolitan area, Galvone B (O’Malley Park) has the highest proportion of children
and young people (under 18 years) with 31.3% in this age group. Limerick South Rural (includes
parts of Old Cork Road and Castletroy View), Abbey B (Rhebogue), Prospect B (Ballinacurra Weston),
Ballycummin (Raheen, Dooradoyle), John’s A (John’s A), Kileely A (Kileely), and Ballynanty (Moyross)
also have high percentages of their population in this age bracket – ranging from 26% to 30%, as
shown in the map below. The city centre EDs of Shannon A and Shannon B have the lowest
percentage of residents aged under 18.
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Percentage Population Aged Under 18

Age Dependency Ratio
The age dependency ratio shows the ratio of people aged under 14 and over 65 to people of working
age (aged 15-64). The age dependency ratio at national level increased from 49.3% in 2011 to 52.7%
in 2016, i.e. the number of people who are aged under 15 or over 65 is more than half the number
of people who are of working age. The age dependency for Limerick city and county, according to
the 2016 Census is at a similar rate of 52.4%, up from 48.2%. However, 20 EDs in the Limerick
Metropolitan area have age dependency rates in excess of the national and county average. These
include communities that have an older population, e.g. Farranshone – 71%, Coolraine – 70%,
Ballinacurra B – 69%, Castle B – 68%. It also includes communities with a higher proportion of young
people - Galvone B – 71%. The EDs in and close to the city centre have the lowest overall
dependency rates, as shown in the next Map. Shannon B and A have age dependency rates of 15%
and 18% respectively.
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Age Dependency Rates

Employment and Unemployment
The national unemployment rate, when calculated on Principal Economic Status (PES)2, is 12.9%,
down from 19% in 2011. Unemployment among males fell from 22.3% to 13.7%, while the rate
among females fell from 15% to 12%. Unemployment rates remain higher among younger people
with 21.8% of 20-24 year olds unemployed in 2016, compared to 11.3% of 45-54 year olds.
The unemployment rate for the Limerick area has fallen since the 2011 Census in line with the
national and county trend. The unemployment rate for Limerick City and County in 2016 is 14.4%,
down from 21% in 2011.
“Unemployment Blackspots” are defined by the Central Statistics Office as Electoral Divisions which
have a labour market in excess of 200 people and an unemployment rate in excess of 27%. In 2016,
79 EDs in the country were classified as unemployment blackspots with an average unemployment
rate of 31.2%. 18 of these blackspots are located in Limerick City and County (17 in the Metropolitan
area). Of the 10 blackspots with the highest unemployment rates in the country, 8 are located in the
2

The CSO uses Principal Economic Data from the Census to calculate the unemployment rate as follows:
st
Number of people looking for 1 job plus the number of unemployed people having lost or given up last job
st
calculated as a percentage of the total of number of people at work plus number of people looking for 1 job
plus the number of unemployed people having lost or given up last job.
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Limerick Metropolitan area. These include: John's A (58.3%), Galvone B (45.0%), Ballynanty (43.6%),
Abbey C (Pennywell, 41.9%) and Prospect B (40.7%), as shown in the Map below. The EDs around
the Ennis Road area of the city - Castle D, Farranshone – as well as the suburban communities of
Annacotty, Castletroy, Corbally, Raheen and Dooradoyle have the lowest unemployment rates.
John’s A (St. Mary’s Park) also has the highest rate of Male Unemployment in the Limerick
Metropolitan area with 69.9% of the labour force not in employment, up from 61.5% in 2011.
Galvone B (O’Malley Park) has the second highest rate of male unemployment with a rate of 47.8%.
However, this represents a significant improvement on the 2011 rate of 64.5%.
At 45.8%, the ED of Ballynanty (containing parts of Moyross and Ballynanty) has the highest female
unemployment rate (up from 40% in 2011). Galvone B has the second highest rate of female
unemployment with 40.5% of the female labour force out of work. However, this is also an
improvement on the 2011 rate of 44.2%.
Unemployment Rate (Male and Female)

Educational Attainment
13.5% of the population (over the age of 15) in Limerick City and County have left school with just a
primary education or no formal education. This is just slightly higher than the national rate of 12.5%.
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However, in many parts of the city, the proportion of the population who left school with just a
primary education is considerably higher than the national average. In 18 EDs, the rate is 20% or
higher, with 9 EDs recording an early school leaving rate in excess of 30%. This includes John’s A
(46.8%), Galvone B (39.4%), Glentworth C (Hyde Road area) (37.2%), Kileely A (35.7%), and
Ballynanty (35.3%). Although with the exception of Prospect A, Kileely A and Ballynanty, the rates
for these particular EDs have actually improved slightly since 2011.
Percentage Population with No Formal or Primary Education Only

However, in 15 EDs, the percentage of the total population who had left school with just a Junior
Certificate or equivalent exceeds 50%. It is as high as 76% in John’s A (St. Mary’s Park), 65% in
O’Malley Park (Galvone B), and 61% in Glentworth C (Ballinacurra Weston/Prospect), Ballynanty, and
Kileely A.
30% of the population (over the age of 15) in Limerick City and County have a Third Level
qualification. This compares to a national average of 33.4%. However, in 18 EDs in the Metropolitan
area, this rate is less 19%, and for 8 EDs, it is lower than 10%. Again, these include the EDs of John’s
A, Glentworth C, and Galvone B (all with rates of less than 5%), as well as Ballynanty, Kileely A,
Rathbane, Prospect A and Singland A (Garryowen). However, despite the low rates overall, all but
one ED among this group (Glentworth C) have seen the rate of third level attainment increase
slightly from the 2011 Census.
12

Percentage Population with Third Level (Higher and Lower)

Social Class
The EDs of Castle C and Castle D (North Circular Road area) have the highest proportions of people in
the Professional and Managerial social classes with 60.5% and 56.5% of their population respectively
in these socio-economic classes. Seven EDs have less than 10% of their population in these two
social classes, as shown in the Table below. The same seven EDs also have the highest percentage of
people in the unskilled and semi-skilled social classes.
Social Class – Professional and Managerial
Electoral Division
John's A
Galvone B
Glentworth C
Prospect A
Ballynanty
Kileely A
Rathbane

% Population
4.0
7.1
7.4
7.4
8.3
8.4
8.7

Social Class – Unskilled/Semi-Skilled
Electoral Division
John's A
Glentworth C
Prospect A
Galvone B
13

% Population
55.4
49.7
49.6
41.2

Ballynanty
Rathbane
Kileely A

40.7
40.3
39.1

Social Class – Professional Workers

Social Class - Unskilled
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Nationality
11% of the population nationally is comprised of people who reported their nationality as other than
Irish in the 2016 Census. In Limerick City and County, the rate is 9.4%. As the Table below shows
that more than half of the population in two EDs in the city centre – Shannon A and Dock A reported their nationality as other than Irish in the 2016 Census. Similarly, the city centre and
neighbouring EDs of Shannon B, Custom House, Market, and Dock B also have large immigrant
communities, with in excess of 40% of residents in these areas reporting their nationality as other
than Irish.
EDs with Largest Non-Irish Population
Electoral Division
Shannon A
Dock A
Shannon B
Custom House
Market
Dock B

% Non-Irish Nationality
58%
54%
49%
49%
49%
40%

Non-Irish Population (EDs and Small Areas)
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Traveller Community
553 people identified themselves as members of the Traveller Community in the 2016 Census. The
ED of Limerick North Rural which incorporates Coonagh and parts of Caherdavin has the highest
number of members of the Traveller Community. 68 people identified themselves as members of
the Traveller Community in the 2016 Census. The following table lists the EDs with the highest
numbers of Traveller Community living in the area. The EDs correspond with the location of
Traveller halting sites in the Limerick Metropolitan area, as shown in the Map below. The Map also
shows small numbers of the Traveller Community living in other accommodation across the
metropolitan area.
EDs with Largest Traveller Population
Electoral Division
Limerick North Rural
Galvone B
Ballinacurra A
Ballysimon
Abbey B
Singland B
Kileely A
Galvone A
Ballynanty

Number of
Travellers
68
54
48
45
43
42
38
34
22

Traveller Population (EDs and Small Areas)
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Lone Parent Households
The Lone Parent Rate for the country as a whole is 20%3. The rate for the county is similar, at 21%.
However, in 12 EDs in the Limerick Metropolitan area, the Lone Parent Rate exceeds 50%. It is as
high as 74% in John’s A (St. Mary’s Park). Other EDs where the Lone Parent Rate exceeds 50%
include Glentworth C (69.4%), Galvone B (68.1%), John’s B (60.8%), as well as the other EDs in
Southill, Moyross, Kileely, Ballinacurra Weston/Prospect, and Garryowen.
People with Disabilities
According to the 2016 Census, 15% of total population in the country have a disability. The rate for
the Limerick City and County is also 15%. In 18 EDs in the Limerick Metropolitan area this
percentage is in excess of 20%. Glentworth A (Carey’s Road area) has the highest percentage of
people with disabilities (31%), followed by Killeely B (29.8%), John’s B (29.4%) and Glentworth C
(29.3%).
Percentage Population with a Disability

General Health
The 2016 Census asked people to rate their perception of their overall health. At a national level,
90% of people perceived their general heath to be Very Good or Good. Similarly, 89% of residents in

3

This rate is calculated as follows: Number of lone parents with at least one child aged under 15 as a
percentage of all couples and lone parents with at least one child aged under 15.
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Limerick City and County rated their health as either Very Good or Good. However, this percentage
was lower in some EDs in the city. In particular, in 7 EDs, the percentage of residents who
considered their general health to be Very Good or Good was less than 80%, as shown in the Table
below.

These EDs are located in the communities of Kileely, King’s Island, Garryowen, and

Ballinacurra Weston.
Perception of General Health – Very Good or Good
Electoral Division
Kileely B
John's B
Abbey D
Prospect A
Glentworth A
Glentworth C
Prospect B

% of Residents
76%
76%
77%
77%
77%
78%
78%

Housing
According to the 2016 Census, social housing accounts for 9% of private households in Ireland. The
rate for Limerick County as a whole is the same. However, in some locations in the city, the
percentage of social housing is significantly higher. For example, it is 58% in Galvone B (O’Malley
Park), 46% in the Ballynanty ED, and 40% in John’s A.
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Housing Vacancy Rate
12% of all permanent dwellings in Ireland were vacant on Census night 2016. The rate for Limerick
County as a whole was 10%. The city centre ED of Shannon B (O’Connell St to Parnell St.) had a
vacancy rate of 22%. Other EDs with higher than average vacancy rates were Glentworth A (Sexton
St, Parnell St, Upper Carey’s Road; 18.3%), Dock A (Upper Henry St, Steamboat Quay; 18.1%) and
Shannon A (O’Connell St to Howley/Harvey Quays; 16%).
ICT Access
71% of private households in the country have access to broadband. In Limerick City and County,
this rate is slightly lower at 65%. However, in parts of the Limerick Metropolitan area, this rate is
less than 50%, as shown in the map below. Abbey C (Pennywell area) has the lowest rate with just
41% of private households with broadband access.
Percentage Private Households with Broadband Access

Deprivation Index
Many of the socio-economic and demographic indicators discussed so far are used in the calculation
of the Pobal HP Deprivation Index. The Index, developed by Socio-Economic Consultants Trutz
Haase and Jonathan Pratschke, provides valuable information about the varying levels of affluence
and deprivation at local area level. The Index draws on the following statistics:
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Percentage of population aged under 16 or over 65 (age dependency rate)











Percentage of population with primary school education only
Percentage of population with a third level education
Percentage of households with children aged 15 and under headed by a single
parent
Percentage change in population over the previous 5 years
Percentage of households headed by professionals, or managerial and technical
employees, inc farmers with 100 acres or more
Percentage of households headed by semi-skilled or unskilled manual workers, inc
farmers with less than 30 acres
Male employment rate
Female employment rate
Mean number of persons per room.

The above statistics are mathematically combined into an Absolute Deprivation Score and a
Relative Deprivation Score. The Absolute Deprivation Score represents the actual level of affluence
or deprivation in any one area at a particular point in time (i.e. during a Census year). It is used to
make comparisons in the level of affluence/deprivation for a geographic area over different Census
years. The mathematical calculation of the Relative Deprivation Score takes into account the change
in the national average over time. This means that the Relative Deprivation Score can be used to
compare the level of affluence/disadvantage between different geographic areas during any one
Census year.
The 2016 Pobal HP Absolute Deprivation Index shows that the situation across Limerick City and
County has improved since the previous Census, mirroring the trend at a regional and national level.
However, the Index also shows that parts of the city have not experienced the same recovery. 9 EDs
in the Limerick Metropolitan area have declined (in absolute deprivation) since the last Census.
These include the EDs of John’s A, Galvone B, Glentworth C, Ballynanty, Prospect A and Prospect B –
located in St. Mary’s Park, Southill, Ballinacurra Weston/Prospect, Ballynanty and Moyross.
The 2016 Relative Deprivation Index also shows that these communities are among the most
disadvantaged in the country. John’s A is classified as Extremely Disadvantaged relative to other EDs
in the country, while 17 EDs are classified as either Very Disadvantaged or Disadvantaged. Again,
these include the EDs in St. Mary’s Park (John’s A), Southill (Galvone B), Ballinacurra
Weston/Prospect (Glentworth C), Moyross/Ballynanty, Kileely and Garryowen (Singland A).
In total, 20,563 people (19.6% of the total population) live in EDs classified as either Disadvantaged,
Very Disadvantaged or Extremely Disadvantaged in the Limerick Metropolitan Area, as shown in the
areas in light orange (disadvantaged), orange (very disadvantaged), and dark orange (extremely
disadvantaged) below.
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Pobal HP Deprivation Index – Small Areas

The next map below depicts the Limerick Metropolitan area in terms of Relative Deprivation or
Affluence at Small Area Level. The areas in red are classified as Extremely Disadvantaged. Those in
dark orange are Very Disadvantaged, while the areas in light orange are classified as Disadvantaged.
On the other hand, the areas in dark blue are classified as Very Affluent (all located in
Annacotty/Monaleen), and those in blue are Affluent (Annacotty, Monaleen, Castletroy, City Centre,
parts of Corbally, North Circular Road, O’Callaghan Strand, parts of Ballinacurra Road, Dooradoyle an
Raheen).
Pobal HP Deprivation Index – Small Areas
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Summary
This report has presented a large amount of information on the socio-economic needs and
demographic profile the Limerick Metropolitan area.
The population of the area has increased since the previous census. While the outer suburban areas
are by far the most populated communities, it is the city centre area that has seen the biggest rise in
population and which now has a significantly larger immigrant population. On the other hand, the
Regeneration communities have continued to experience significant population decline.
Just under a fifth of the total population (19.6%) live in communities that continue to experience
high levels of socio-economic disadvantage with higher rates of unemployment, lower rates of
educational achievement, higher representation among the unskilled/low-skilled socio-economic
groupings, high low parent rates, and higher age dependency rates. These comprise mainly of the
Regeneration and neighbouring communities of Moyross, St. Mary’s Park, Ballinacurra
Weston/Prospect, and Southill as well as neighbouring communities of Ballynanty, Kileely,
Thomondgate, and Garryowen.
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